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by Gina Brown, SHHR Founder Ed ito ria l 
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In the last Newsletter we reported that Spring Hill was looking into relocating their facilities. Well, 
that dream has finally become a reality! Located just 25 miles south of Brandon in Clarendon, the new 
facility has beautiful flat, open land for the horses to roam. The barn (which is actually attached to the 
house) has 20 box stalls with a 16 aisle way, two tack rooms and a feed room. Although the farm is in 
desperate need of a makeover (we could really use some lumber!), the potential is great. The facility will 
also be a home to the Natural Equine Center (a program of Spring Hill Horse Rescue) which will offer 
natural horse boarding, natural horsemanship training & lessons, and natural hoof trimming. The layout 
plans include a new innovative pasture format called pasture paradise (see Jaime Jackson).   

Spring Hill wasn t able to host a Birthday Bash last year due to time constraints. However, we are 
very excited to announce that the 2006 Birthday Bash is on and will be held in conjunction with the Natu-
ral Horsemanship Equine Challenge! Last year was our first Equine Challenge and it was a huge success. 
We got a lot of positive feed back from this program. In fact, renown international natural horse trainer, 
Leslie Desmond, did a special demonstration and presented the awards. The Equine Challenge and the 
Birthday Bash will be held on Memorial Weekend (May 27th & 28th) of 2006 at the Saratoga Festival & 
Dressage Event, Saratoga Springs Racetrack, NY. The Birthday Bash will take on a new twist - it will be 
open to all

 

adopted horses, not just PMU horses. Horses are not limited to those rescued and adopted 
from Spring Hill but any horses adopted from any rescue organizations. More information is provided in 
this issue.   

This past fall Spring Hill rescued only 19 PMU foals. Pre-registration numbers were down and fuel 
was way up in September. To keep the expenses down the Board of Directors made the decision to fill 
the pre-registrations and purchase only a few extra foals so a tractor trailer would not have to be hired. 
The extra foals have been entered into the Equine Challenge Amateur Division and will be offered for sale 
as trained yearlings along with the Professional trained horses on Memorial Weekend in Saratoga at the 
Equine Challenge.  

Please visit our website for a current listing of horses available for adoption. With Spring coming 
we ll most likely see an increase in rescue horses. I f you don t have access to the internet, give us a call 
at our new number (802) 775-1098.   

Due to the recent move and because we ve had to buy our hay this year, money is very tight. We ve cut 
down on what we can (less expensive grain, fewer and smaller Newsletters, less advertising and any-
where else we can) but our already shoe-string budget is getting strained. We are not funded by any out-
side programs.  The horse s adoption fees are designed to pay for their care including costs to purchase 

them so they won t go to slaughter, vet fee s and other expenses. We ve 
had many horses that just couldn t pay for themselves or were unadopt-
able due to terminal illnesses or abuse issues. We need your donations 
now more than ever! We have no paid staff so rest assured your donation 
will go directly to the care of the horses. Big or small, all donations are 
important and appreciated. Please take the time to send a contribution 
today so we can continue to rescue and care for abused, neglected and 
slaughterbound horses (over 400 to date!). 
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Spring Hill Horse Rescue s mis-
sion is to rescue and rehabilitate 
horses while educating horse 
owners on proper care and horse 
handling to prevent future abuse. 
Below is a listing of our programs:  

1) Rescue and Rehabilitation 

 
Horses that are rescued from 
abuse, neglect or slaughter are re-
habilitated physically with proper 
nutrition and medical attention. 
When horses arrive they are evalu-
ated as to their physical and mental 
condition as well as their riding abili-
ties (when healthy enough). We 
then rehabilitate them mentally us-
ing lots of TLC, patience, and natu-
ral horse training methods if neces-
sary. It is incredible to watch the 
layers of abuse and betrayal peel 
away from these horses as they 
begin to trust in humans once 
again. These horses are offered for 
adoption into good, loving homes. 
The fee s are set depending on the 
cost of the horse, medical and vet 
fee s and other expenses such as 
deworming, vaccinations, etc plus a 
20% donation. Adoption fees usu-
ally vary from $100  $1500. 
2) PMU Foal Program  Our PMU 
foal program is truly a win-win 

situation where adopters get a foal 
of their specifications and one more 
PMU foal is given the gift of life. The 
foal rescue is done annually in Sep-
tember but pre-registered adopters 
are gathered throughout the year. 
Our foals have been adopted all 
over New England, New York and 
parts of the East Coast. See the 
PMU Foal Rescue section for more 
details. 
3) Educational Prevention Pro-
grams Spring Hill Horse Rescue 
believes that the key to horse 
abuse, neglect and needless 
slaughter is to educate those people 
that effect the lives of horses includ-
ing owners, law enforcement, hu-
mane officers, barn managers, 
camp leaders, 4 H leaders and any-
one else involved in equine activi-
ties. We are strong advocates of 
natural horse training, natural care 
and hoof trimming. It s truly amazing 
how horse respond to natural train-
ing and handling techniques. Own-
ers can work with their horses 
through training or behavioral prob-
lems and can easily overcome any 
obstacle while developing a 
stronger bond with their horse. 
When you put the time into learning 

these techniques you are investing 
in your own education rather than 
just the horses training. Why do we 
feel such techniques are a preven-
tion for horse slaughter? Many 
horses develop man-made vices 
which can deem them dangerous or 
delinquent in which many owners 
will sell or trade their horses in
most of these horses end up at auc-
tions where meat buyers purchase 
them to ship to slaughter. A lot of 
horses that are shipped to slaughter 
are young and healthy but have be-
haviors that could have been 
avoided or easily fixed with the 
proper training. 
We are currently working toward 
this goal by raising funds to pur-
chase and erect a building to host 
such educational events see our 
website under Equine Memorial 
Building Fund.  

All fees from our programs are used for 
the rescue, rehabilitation and place-
ment of the horses we are not funded 
by any outside venue. These programs 
are necessary for the survival of our 
rescue facility and the many horses in 
need we rescue. 

Programs and Services 

Mary Ellen Pheiffer, 
Greenwich, NY 

Fred Pheiffer,  
Greenwich, NY 

Elaine Bodurtha, Esq, 
Middlebury, VT 

Monica Willey,  
Johnson, VT 

Gina Brown,  
Clarendon, VT 

SHHR, Inc  
Board of Directors 

Offering the following services:  

Natural Horse Boarding featuring Vermont s first Pasture Paradise! Full 
care packages available (includes hoof care and lessons too!). 
Head to Hoof Natural Horse Training and Hoof Trimming. Offering sev-
eral training packages. Hoof trimming available throughout Rutland & Ad-
dison counties in Vermont. 
Natural Horsemanship Lessons from beginners to advanced riders, on 
our horse or yours, our lessons are geared toward learning how to ride, 
understand and train horses. Great refreshers for people getting back into 
horses. Specialty lessons may be requested. 
Horsey-Boot Camp for horses in need of intensive hoof rehabilitation suf-
fering from founder, navicular or any other lameness's. Natural hoof trim-
ming can reverse most hoof conditions. 

We are now taking reservations in anticipation of 
our Grand Opening in this summer. For more infor-
mation call Gina @ 802 775-1098 or 802 353-6540. 

175 Middle Road 
Clarendon, VT  
802 775-1098 
802 353-6540 

NATURAL EQUINE CENTER 
An innovative equine facility giving 
horses what they naturally crave.
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PROFESSIONAL DIVISION 
Colleen Campbell, Stowe, Vermont 
While in college, Colleen worked at  Sky High Farm, a boarding and training facil-
ity owned by Joe Delano. Joe introduced Colleen to Natural Horsemanship meth-
ods where she started young horses under saddle. Colleen loved the methods so 
much she continued to educate herself and use the methods in her own private 
training for others, I believe in it whole-heartedly and would never train any other 
way! . Colleen will travel within 20 minutes of the Stowe area or will take horses 
to her facility for training. For more information call 978 660-

0267 or email elektra3179@hotmail.com. 
Billy Smith, Potter Mountain Farm, Warrensburg, New York 
Billy took 1st place in last years Natural Horsemanship Equine Challenge. He s received 
formal training in all disciplines of riding & has studied natural horsemanship under such 
greats as Ray Hunt (Master of Communication) & Mindy Bower. Billy has helped hun-
dreds of people and their horses with his unique blend of natural horsemanship philoso-
phy with tried & true cowboy wisdom. He offers monthly horse training, private/group les-
sons & clinics. His clinics consist of philosophy of Natural Horse-man-ship, groundwork, 
basic riding & horse handling skills as well as problem solving. For more information call 
518 368-5384    

AMATUER DIVISION 
Students of Nicky Frechette, Rookery Ranch, Keene, New York    Rookery  Ranch is a 
small training facility located in the Adirondacks that works with people & horses year-round. 
Nicky, owner & operator of Rookery Ranch, is instructing some of her students in the ground 
training their assigned PMU DraftXPaint weanling filly. For more information call 518 576-9138 
or email rookeryranch@mac.com.

 

Zoey Brown, Natural Equine Center, Clarendon, Vermont    The Natural 
Equine Center is a new stable offering natural horse boarding, lessons, hoof 

trimming and training. Zoey, daughter of Gina Brown (owner & operator) is instructing Zoey 
with training her assigned PMU weanling, a registered Appaloosa colt. For more info call 

802 775-1098. 
Emily Crowley, Putney, Vermont    Emily has been interested in natural 
horsemanship for a few years now. She often donates her time at a local equine rescue 
where she loves to help horses regain their trust in humans again. Emily was assigned a 
PMU DraftXPaint weanling colt. 

Introducing the participating trainers of Spring Hill s 2nd Annual 


